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From: Alten Wetherelt [allen@rangetel.coop]

Sent: Wednesday, September 26, 2012 4:51 P

To: ‘wallace@cheyennenation.com’

C ‘Rob Stephens'; ‘Allen Wetherelt (allen.wetherelt@rangetel.coop)
Subject: meeting with tribe

Attachments: FCC Tribal Letter.pdf; Range Tribal Letter.pdf; Tribal agenda meeting.pdf
importance: High

To whom it may concern;

Range Telephone would like to schedule a meeting with the Tribal President Leroy Spang and Vice President Joe
Fox Ir. Attached is the form letter off of your website “Request to schedule an appointment with the tribal
administration staff” and a “FCC Notice” and a letter from Range Telephone requeésting a meeting to address the
issues and topics contained in the FCC notice as well as reconstruction of the burned telecomrunication
systems on the ressrvation and the possible purchase of the Lame Deer cable TV system.

Thanks, Allen Wetherelt

Operations Manager

Range Telephone Coop. Inc.

4063472843

4063511022

allen@rangetel.coop

file:/1/Z:/Documents/Northern%20Cheyenne%20Tribe/meeting%20with%2... 9/13/2013



Read: meeting with tribe Page 1 of 1

From: Wallace [wallace@cheyennenation.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 8:15 AM
To: allen@rangetel.coop

Subject: Read: meeting with tribe

Attachments: att26500.txt

Importance: High

Your message

To: 'wallace@cheyernenation. com'

Cc: 'Rob Stephens'; 'Allen Wetherelt {allen wetherelt@rangetel.coop)
Subject: meeting with tiibe

Sent: 9/26/2012 4:51 PM

was read on 9/27/2012 8:14 AM.

file://fZ/Documents/Northern%20Cheyenne%20Tribe/Read%e20meeting¥2... 9/13/2013



Employee Travel

" RANGE Information Form

YdLE"HE [DEKECTED

MAME of person(s) traveling: Rob Stephens, Allen Wetherelt
REASON for travel: _ Montana Broadband Tribal Summit
DATE October 29 —30,2012 CITY __ GreatFalls, MT
MEETING LOCATION: __Heliday Inn
HOTEL RESERVATIONS _ Holiday Inn
Address __ 400 10" Ave. South Phone No. 406-727-7200
Arriving Mon.. October 29% Departing _Tues.. Oct. 30™
Room Rate_ $77 plus tax Confirmation #_64936106
OTHER COMMENTS The Holiday Inn is located in the center of Great Falls and next to

Bison Ford, Beth rooms have been reserved under Rob’s name and puaranteed in case of late

arrival. When vou check-in, vou can use vour individual credit cards unless Rob wants to pav

for both rooms. Since both of vou are Priority Club members. make sure that they enter vour

Priority Club account numbers when vou check in — 325528106 (Rob) and 516889085 (Alien).

Frave 2 Safe Trip ~

P Beezg




Montana Broadband Tribal Summit

October 29" & 30™ Great Falls, Montana

WAssiniboine/Nakota @ Blackfeet /Niitsitapi (Pikumnt) &
9 Chippewa (Ojibway)/ Annishinabe @ Plains Cree/Neiyahwahk @
@ Crow/Apsaalooke @ Gros Ventres/A’aninin 49 Kootenai/Kiunaxa @
@ Little Shell/Annishinabe &Metis @
@ Northern Cheyenne/Tsetsehesestahase/So taahe @

@ Pend D’ Oreille /Qiispe @ Salish /Selish @ Sioux /Dakota, Lakota 1@



Montana Broadband Program

Tribal Summit

Great Falls, Montana Holiday Inn 400 10 Ave. south  October 29 & 30

Moepday October 29th
5 pm Registration
6 pm-8 pm  Reception & exhibits open

7 pm Keynote address Traci Morris Homahota Consulting — “Bridging the Digital
Divide: The Importonce of Digital Inclusion for Indian Couniry”

Tuesday October 30

7:30 am Breakfast

8:00 am Ceremonial Opening

8:30 am Welcome by Lesa Evers - State Director of indian Affairs

8:45 am Overview of Broadband Program ~ Quinn Ness — Bureau Chief — Public Safety
Services Bureau

900 arrt Loris Taylor — CEQ, Native Public Media - “Data is the Raw Material for
Information Age”

10:00 am Broadband Stakeholder Perspectives
11:00 am Exhibitor Break (Coffee, beverages ...)
11:20 am Cultural Perspectives (Vernon Finley- CSKT)

12:00 pm Lunch & Keynote Speaker — Valerie Fast Horse — Information Technology
Director, Coeur d’Alene Tribe

1:15 pm Moderated Discussion with Attendees

2:00 pm Award door prizes & dismiss



The Montana Broadband Program, in the Department of
Administration, State of Montana, in partnership with
the Federal Department of Commerce, National
Telecommunications .and Information  Administration
{NTIA) is engaged in a range of efforts to increase
breadband (high-speed internet) access and adoption in
Montana. As part of this effort, the Montana Broadband
Pragram will be providing a one day summit to introduce
the program to Montana Tribes and provide a brief
overview of the program and its goals.

Keynote speakers at the summit will provide insight into
the importance of high-speed internet access and what it
means to reservation communities. Tribes from each of
the reservations, and the Little Shell Tribe, have been
invited. The one day summit will provide an outline of
the upcoming opportunities to further the discussions of
broadband (high-speed internet} and its availability and
access or the reservations in Montana.

The Montana Broadband Prograrm would ke to extend
an invitation to you to attend fall 20112 Broadbarid Tribal
The sumimit is an opportunity to learn shout
national and state initiatives regarding improving
broadband access and developing broadband
applications on tribal reservations.

Contact the Montana Broadband Program to register
oday. For official registration please RSVP by October
25%, Registration for the summit is complementary,
but please contact the Montana Broadband Program by
Oetober 25" so there is an accurate count for meals.

#antana Broadband Program
State Information Technology Service Division

The summit offers the opportunity to hear from three of
the nation’s leading experts on broadband access,
adoption and implementation of digital inclusion,

e Tracy Morris: Chickasaw Nation; Author of New
Media, Technology and Internet use in Indian
Country: Quantitative and Qualitative Analyses

e Loris Tayior: Hopi Nation; President and CEQ of
Native Public Media, Ms, Taylor has been on the
cutting edge of representing media interests in
Indizn country frem radio to new teghnologies,

o Volerie Fast Horse: Coeur D'Alene Tribe, is director
of Information Technology sérvices for the Coeur @

Alene Reservation, Valerie is the creator of
RezKast.Com




Resource

Montana Broadband Planning Program October, 2012

AGENCIES
¢ Federal Communications Commission Office of Native Affairs and Policy - was created
to promote the deployment and adoption of communications services and techniology.

http://transition.fec. gov/ indians/

s Montana Broadband Program — Access the interactive broadband map, broadband speed test, video,
upcoming everts and other resources. .
/rorww broadband mi gov/

e National Telecommunieations nformation Administrtion (NTEA)
Home page - http:/fvwwsrntiadoc.gov/

s  NTIA — National Broadband Map
hitp:/www broadbandmap. gov/

¢ NTIA - Broadband Techniology Opportunity Prograﬁx (BTOP) and State Broadband Data and
Development Program (SBDD)
hittp:/fwww atia.doc.gov/

e Federal Commmunications Commision —National Broadband Plan
http-/rwww broadband.gov/ :

& Federal Commumications commission — Broadband Initiatives
http:/fwww.fec.govibreadband

¢ Montana Stafe Library — BYOP Program Information
http://msl.mt.gov/btop/

e Office of Indian Bnergy andEconomic development
h_ﬁn—ﬂwwwbigggv/%o?feﬁefﬁ&lﬁmﬁnde&ﬁm




" BROADBAND RESOURCES

FUNDiNG RESOURCES
1. Federal Funding S{'}ur_ce's

.USDA Rural Utilities Setvice. (RU’S) -Broadband, Funding Programs

Littp:/fwww.rurdev.usda.gov/R US TelecomPrograms html

Recovery Act Broadband Initiatives Program
Comimunity Connect Grant Program

Farm Bill Broadband Loan Program

Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program
Telecommunications Tiifrastructure Loan Progratn
Expansion of 911 Access Loan Program

aocoooan

USDA — Rural Development Program — Rural Business Enterprise Grants
hitpy//www.rardev,usda.govirbs/busp/rbeg hitr

1.8, Department of Commerce — NTIA-Broadband Technologies Opportumity Program Note: The
program 1s not accepfmg funding requests at this time. To monitor past grantg: .
o qifia doc.ooviawards

U.S. Department of Eduacation —Office of Edncationdl Technology — Grants & Pr@gmms
http:/forgew2 ed.gov/about/officesflist/os/techniology/edgrants hitml

Enhapcing Education Through Technology
Technology & Media Services

Assistive Technology

Ready to Teach

Ready to Learn

Small Business Innovation Research Program (SBIR)

00000 CQ

U.8. Departiment of Bealth & Human Services — Telehealth Grant Programg
http:/fwww . hisa.goviruralhealth/about/elehealth/ ‘

Universal Service Administrative Company - Universal Service Fund (USF)
o/ Fwwwasac.org/hic/
o USF for High Cost Areas
o USF for Low-Income Customers
o USF Schools and Libraries Program (E-Rate)
o Ruzal Health Care Program :




" BROADBAND RESOURCES

» Other agencies have grants and programs to promote their primary mission but may have a
broadband component.
o U.8. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development - Broadband for pubhc housing

http://portal, hud. gov/hudportal/H UD?sre=ftopics/grants

o Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - Telehealth projects to promote public health.
www.cde.gov/ed/pgo/funding/orants/arantmain shtm

o National Sciene Foundation — Research and Development funds for new technology.
hitp-/fwww.nsf.pov/funding/

o Institute of Museum and Library Services — Grants for Digital Tools & Collections
http:/ferww.imis. gov/applicants/project.aspx

2, State & Local Funding Sources

e Montana Department of Commierce has a number of programis that can be used for planning
purposes, economic development, small business development, and training. Broadband related
businesses may be able to use these programs fo grow their business or trabi employées. .
Communities may be able to aceess planning and infrastructure funds to promote investment in
broadband infrastructare.
http://businesstesources.mt.govidefault.mepx

: Moitana State Small Business Credit Initiative, Program

Office of Trade and International Refations

Montana Board of Research and Commercialization ',I‘-echnﬂiagy

‘Big Sky Economic Development Trust Find Program

Comnmmity Developnient Block Grant

Indian Comntry Economic Development Program.

Montana Technology Innovation Partnership

MiecroBusiness Finance Program

Primary Sector Workforce Training Grant Program

SBIR/STTR Matching Funds Program

Montana Indian Equity Fund Montana Entreprencur Development Programi

COQOO0OQ0CQO0G0CO0C0

¢ loeal Governnient Debt Fmancmg Local governments can make use of varfous kinds of debt
financing to fund investment in infrasttuctare. This could include broadband infrastriictiive soch as
instaliing conduit as part of road construttion or financing fibei-to-the —premise for industrial parks.
Debt financing mechanisms include general obligation bomds, special improvement district bonds
and revenue bonds as well as Tax Incremenﬁ Fmammg Bonds. Debt financing epables local
govermments to finance major ir c projects using future reveaus frome specml assessments,
user fees, and other forms of revenue,

3. Other Grant Resources

« Montana State University Extension — Foundation Grants for Communities
hitp:/fwww.msuextension org/CommRes/grantopps.asp




'BROADBAND RESOURCES

¢ (ates Foundation — Internet Access & Libraries
hitp://www.patesfoundation org/united-states-libraries/Pages/overview.aspx

s  MacArthar Foundam}n Digital L1teracy
http://digitailearning macfound.org/site/c. QN]F;G{QQOQQIQ%@L{AM News.hitm

BROADBAND APPLICATIONS

& NTIA Digital Literacy Rosources
hitp:/fwwe. digitalliteracy. gov/

¢ E-Government Applications
WWW.APPS.gov

s Digital Citics Awards,
www.digitalcommunities.com

& Broadband Adoption Research Payers,
htip; /fwww.lmk_lggho org/lid/
@ Broadband Communities Magazine
' Jhwww bbpmag.com/

. [BM Smarter Planet

s Telework
http:/fwww.telework.gov/
bitp:/fwww. teleworkresearehnetwork comy/

SPEAKER WEBSITES

Native Public Media - http: //nativepublicmedia.org/
http:f fwww.rezkast.com/

http:/ foti.newamerica.net/publications/policy/new media_technology and internet use in i
adian_country




_ BROADBAND RESOURCES

MONTANA PROJECTS & RESOURCES

s Montana Telecommunications Association
bitp:/fweww.telecomassn.org/

e Montana Independent Telecom Systems
htip://www.mitstel.com/

*  Montana Associated Technology Roundtables
hitp:/fwww matr net/

¢ TFastern Montana Telemedicine Network
http://www.emtn.org/

e REACH — Central Montana Telehealth Network
Ritep:/fwww reach-montana.org/

e Montsna Health Network
http://www.montanahealthnetwoik.com/

¢ WMontana Digital Academy — On-line Learning
hitp:/fmontanadigitalacademy org/

¢ VisionNet — Video-Conferencing & Netwotk Provider
http:/fwww. visionnet!

BROADBAND TOOLKITS
Knight Foundation: hitp:/fsvew.infotoolkit.org/
National E-Commerce Extension Initiative: http://srdc.msstate.edu/ecommerce/index. il

hittp:/fwww.conmectingeommuities. info/

Minnesota/Blandin: hitp://broadband blandinfoundstion org/toolkit/

Virginia: http-ffwww.otpha vi.virginia cov/broadband shimf

California: hifpleetindory, Bip/lempowemnetcslifornia orefabout-us




8 8% R @

Civic engagement through surveys, socidl networking
Access to maps and other data for planning purposes
Remote monitoring of water and sewer treatment facilities
Op-line ticketing to events

VR bl

| Citizens

Wider range of entértainitient optiois
Stay'Intotich with family membets thira social networking, Skype, ...
Better aedess to smployment irdonation and job- sarvices

Rural areds hdve access to on-iie shopping fo get iterns nof availsble &t Iocal |
miérchaits .

Aitess to ondine seivices for filing taxes and Medicare enroliment
Ori-line work-forée develdpmient

Cultural

langtage classes conducted in real time with interactive studertts & teachers

Culturad events streamed in real time to slder homes and disabled individuals

Indian Education For All class instruction and interaction with Tribes and the public
schools.

Monijtoring of cultural resources for protection and controlied access

Dutdoor camps and traditonal skills dasy Brought into thee didss rooi around the
réservation. :




October 31, 2012 file name: tribalengagementgreatfalls

Montana Broadband 2012 Tribal Summit

Allen Wetherelt, Operations Manager, and Robin Stephens, CEQ, of Range Telephone attended the
Broadband Tribal Surmmit on October 29 and October 30, 2017 in Great Falls, MT. We drove to the
meeting 560 round trip.

it was fairly informative, but the folks we wanted to see—the Tribal répresentatives from the Northern
Cheyenne Tribe and the Crow Tribe did not attend the meeting.

Attached are an agenda and some notes talen at the meeting. Traci Mortis was the keynote speaker
and she did a fine job of explaining what we were going to talk about on Tuesday and gave some
excellent examples of siccesses with broadband on some reservation.

Lesa Evers fromi State of Montana Native American Affairs for Governor Schweéltzer of Mornitana was the
first presenter on Tuesday morning.

The theme of the meeting really focused on the poor service, lack of service, etc. of broadband ot the
state’s reservations.

We also need 1o develop a good working relationship with the tribal councils. We have triedtosetup a
meeting with the Northern Cheyenne Tribal Cound] and the Crow Réservation Tribal Council but we
have been unsuccessful in getting that done. We have called them, faxed them, sent them back
completed forms saying we wanted to be on their agendas at their next meeting, but havent received &
response fo date,

We reslize they need high speed broadband on the reservation. We hoped they would talk about right
of way issues but that was never mentioned.

Making the broadband sccessible and affordable was important to them,

Valerie Fast Horse did a very nice job on her presentation about what she has accomplished on the
Coeur d'Alene Tribe with respect to broadband usages,

The next meeting date hasn't beert set but we will be in attendance when i is.

Robin Stephens %@ﬂ

CEG—Range Telephone Cooperative, Inc.



